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SUBJECT: GUYANA POREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS CONCERNING BELIZE 
SITUATION 

1 . PONMIN WILLS HAS AGAIN RAISED THE ISSUE OP BELIZE 
WITH THE CHARGE. WILLS REPERRED TO A MESSAGE HE HAD 
RECEIVED PROM AMBASSADOR MANN CONCERNING THE LATTER'S 
DISCUSSION WITH PREMIER PRICE. ACCORDING TO MANN'S 
REPORT, THE PREMIER HAD SAID THAT UNDER SECRETARY HABIB 
SUGGESTED THAT THE UNITED STATES MIGHT MEDIATE BETWEEN 
BELIZE AND GUATEMALA, AND PRICE HAD DECLINED THE OPPER. 

2. WILLS REITERATED TO THE CHARGE HIS OFT-EXPRESSED 
THEME THAT THE US HAS RESPONSIBILITY IN THE CARIBBEAN 
AREA AND CONCERNING BELIZE. GUYANA RECOGNIZES THAT THE 
US MUST EXERCISE CARE TO MAINTAIN COMMUNICATION WITH 
BOTH SIDES, BUT HE URGED THAT NO VACUUM BE LEFT FOR 
THE CUBANS TO PILL. HE COMMENTED THAT CASTRO 

NEEDS ADVENTURISM ABROAD FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
REASONS. 
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3. WILLS ALSO SAID HE HOPED THAT THE UNITED STATES 
WOULD NOT SELL ARMS TO GUATEMALA. THIS WOULD BE 
POLITICALLY MISINTERPRETED IN THE HEMISPHERE. HE 
HAD HEARD A REPORT THAT ISRAEL WAS PLANNING TO SELL 
ARMS TO GUATEMALA. HE HOPED THAT THIS WOULD NOT HAPPEN 
BECAUSE IT WOULD MAKE MORE DIFPICULT ISRAEL'S POSITION 
IN INTERNATIONAL PORA. IF ALLIES OP THE US PROVIDE ARMS 
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TO GUATEMALA, IT WOULD BE INTERPRETED AS THE UNITED 
STATES USING THE BACKDOOR TO PROVIDE ARMS TO GUATEMALA. 

4. WILLS EMPHASIZED THAT BELIZE WAS A GUT ISSUE AMONG 
THE LEADERSHIP IN GUYANA, BECAUSE OF THE IMPLICATIONS 
FOR PARTITION. PRIOR TO THE PNC ANNUAL CONGRESS IN 
AUGUST, WILLS WOULD BE REQUIRED BY BURNHAM TO SAY SOME- 
THING PUBLICLY ON THE BELIZE QUESTION. 

5. COMMENT: THAT THE BELIZE ISSUE IS IMPORTANT TO THE 
GOG HAS NOW BEEN MADE REPEATEDLY CLEAR BY WILLS, AS HAS 
HIS DESIRE FOR THE US TO EXERCISE A ROLE IN FINDING A 
SOLUTION SUITABLE TO BELIZE. GUYANESE INSECURITIES 

OVER THEIR OWN BORDERS AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY PRE- 
DETERMINE THEIR ATTITUDE WHEN THE QUESTION OF PARTITION 
ARISES BE IT CONCERNING BELIZE, CYPRUS OR ZAIRE. 

WILLS EXPRESSES MUCH MORE CONCERN OVER CUBAN ACTIVITIES 
IN THE AREA THAN IS APPARENT WITH BURNHAM OR OTHER 
TOP GUYANESE. WHETHER WILLS IS REALLY CONCERNED OVER 
POSSIBLE CUBAN INTERVENTION IN BELIZE OR IS MERELY 
INVOKING THAT POSSIBILITY IN THE HOPE IT WILL STIR 
THE US TO ACTION IS UNCLEAR. 

BLACKEN 
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